Courses and Curriculum Committee
Minutes
April 17, 2024


Present:  John Allen, Alice Blackwell, Richard Elder, Cole Franklin, Jennifer Innerarity, Adena LeJeune, Sandra Purifoy, Ahmed Shaffie, Arlene Duos (sub for Conley Hathorn), and Jennifer Wright

Absent:  Rusty Gaspard, Jennifer Dupont, and Laurie Pittman

Guests:  Bernard Gallagher and Eamon Halpin (Ex-Officio)

A quorum was established, and Dr. Alice Blackwell called the meeting to order at 12:05 pm. 

[bookmark: _Int_mv2bAgG9]The minutes from the April 10, 2024, meeting were approved by email and confirmed by an email vote with 9-0-3 and 1 member not voting. The corrigendum vote was approved by an 8 – 0 -1 email vote. Four members did not vote.

Dr. Blackwell reminded the committee that the strikethroughs and highlighting (instead of “track changes”) did not pose any problem for Mr. Hirchak, who does not upload the Word Document into the catalog. Rather, the information on these proposals is entered manually. 

The first item discussed was the Modification of the BA English with a Minor in Education Leading to a Secondary Education (6-12) Certification. The department votes were noted. No RIS was needed for the modification. The State Board of Education mandated the 3-credit hour course, EDCI 4020, Teaching Students with Dyslexia, to all education programs and was added to the Additional Requirements. A redundant course was also deleted from the curriculum. The credit hours in all subsections of the modified degree were checked and found to be correct. Richard Elder made a motion to approve the modification with Jennifer Wright seconding the motion. The motion passed 10-0-0 with 3 not voting due to being absent from the meeting. 

Next, the Modification of the BA History was reviewed. The Concentration in Social Studies Secondary Education was to be reviewed, as it was to change per the State Board of Education mandate. No RIS was required, and the department votes along with necessary signatures were noted. Some errors were noted in this proposal: Form AC listed the curriculum as BA History English, which is not currently a degree; an error in the number of elective hours was noted in the Social Studies Secondary Ed concentration; an error in hours in the Public History concentration was also noted. Dr. Bernard Gallagher requested a formal withdrawal of the proposal.  

The Modification of the BA in Communication Studies was reviewed. It had been previously reviewed quite positively but returned for the correction of a minor error (no rationale was initially given for the modification). This time, on Form AC, no name was listed in the Change Existing Curriculum. Dr. Cole Franklin requested a formal withdrawal of the proposal on behalf of the department.  

[bookmark: _Int_OqVRPLLp][bookmark: _Int_BSg6MOF8]CMST 3080, Mass Medial Law, was reviewed. All changes requested during an earlier review were made; the substance of the course modification itself had been positively received by the committee at a prior meeting. Cole Franklin made a motion to approve CMST 3080, with John Allen seconding the motion. The motion passed with 10-0-0 and 3 not voting due to being absent. 

[bookmark: _Int_SyAydSU6]A new course, DSEM 4012, Public Health Emergency Preparedness, was discussed. The course is proposed to replace NURS 4012, with which it is very similar. Various parties have felt that the course content makes this more appropriately a DSEM course. This course fits into the DSEM minor (as one of a short list of electives) and BGS with DSEM concentration (required course for concentration). NURS students may still take it as an elective, but it is not required of them. The department votes, signatures, and the RIS were reviewed. An Advisory Task Force Committee recommended the course. The course objectives remain unchanged from those in NURS 4012. John Allen briefly left the room. Adena Lejeune made a motion to approve the course with Richard Elder seconding the motion. The motion passed 9-0-0 with 4 not voting due to not being present, which included John Allen. 

The Modification of the Education Minor (Leading to Secondary Education 6-12 Certification) was explained by Arlene Duos. John Allen re-entered the meeting. The State mandate required the addition of EDCI 4020, Teaching Students with Dyslexia. Adena Lejeune made a motion to approve the modification with Jennifer Wright seconding the motion. The motion passed 10-0-0 with 3 not voting due to being absent.

The last agenda item reviewed was the Modification of the Disaster Science and Emergency Management Concentration in the BGS program. All votes and signatures were noted. No RIS was required. The proposal was adding DSEM 3010, a 3-credit hour course. DSEM 4012 was added to the list of possible courses for the minor, and NURS 4012 was deleted. Richard Elder made a motion to approve the modification with Ahmed Shaffie seconding the motion. The motion passed 10-0-0 and 3 did not vote due to being absent. 

Alice Blackwell announced a meeting will be called next week. With no further business, Sandra Purifoy made a motion to adjourn. Adena Lejeune seconded the motion. The motion passed 10-0-0 with 3 not voting due to being absent from the meeting. 

The meeting officially adjourned at 12:37 pm.  

Respectfully submitted,

Sandra Purifoy
Secretary

*** Corrigendum: The minor in DSEM was the last agenda item reviewed. 



